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Good News
 

Vol. 34   Num. 2                  February, 2019 

Dear Members and Friends of Trinity, 

 Has anyone ever said there is a book that you 

must read?  Recently, I was given a short, little book 

by Thom Rainer, a noted church consultant and 

author, called Becoming a Welcoming Church that 

was handed out at another LCMS church that this 

person had attended this past summer.  I perused it 

and put it on the corner of my desk to look at later.  

Well, a couple weeks later I found myself with some 

time and picked up the book again.  I am glad I did, 

and most thankful to have been given it by Chuck 

Heineman.  

 It seems a very strange thing to talk about, 

becoming a welcoming church.  Every congregation 

has on its sign “Visitors Welcome.”  And we all think 

that our church is friendly and outgoing--

welcoming.  But is it?  Are we welcoming?  I would 

say that everyone who attends a church thinks their 

church is welcoming because that’s how they feel.  

But what about a first-time visitor? 

 We often have many visitors over the course of a 

month and before reading this book I felt that we did 

a good job, for the most part, in being inviting and 

welcoming as a congregation.  I still have members 

ask me who people are rather than introducing 

themselves and greeting those they don’t know by 

sight, so I know there is room for improvement. 

 The book opened my eyes to the reality that has 

been shown again and again in Thom Rainer’s 

consultations.  No church is as welcoming as we 

think we are and a lot of what we think is welcoming, 

is actually off putting to first-time visitors, like the 

Sharing of the Peace.  I was shocked to find that 6 

out of 10 members don’t like the Sharing of the 

Peace and even more guests do not like it.  I put it in 

as an effort to have members greet people 

themselves and find out who they are instead of 

going through me.  However, we will be getting rid 

of the Sharing of the Peace starting in February.  The 

point of it still remains though, guests and visitors 

need to be welcomed and greeted when they make 

the effort and take the time to visit us, but having a 

set time for this actually undermines the purpose. 

 There are several more insights from this book 

that were eye-opening for me.  When it talked about 

signage I realized that ours is sorely lacking, 

something we will rectify soon.  Cleanliness and 

uncluttered was also talked about and I myself spent 

a day in the church decluttering and tidying up.  

Greeters are a vital part of being a welcoming church 

and so is the Welcome Center.  In the coming 

months, we will be refreshing those positions with 

some new insights.  We have already gone over our 

website and made a few changes.  All in all, there is 

much to look at and the PPC and Elders will be, very 

shortly.  The whole idea is to get people to come 

back after they have visited us, and more 

importantly, to see the need to take the Gospel out 

from here, to welcome people with it whenever and 

wherever they are. 

   In Christ,  Pastor Grenz 
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STUDIES & SERVICE 
 

BIBLE STUDIES 

❖  Little Known Books of the Bible led by  Pastor 

Grenz, Saturdays, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary & 

Sundays, 8:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

❖ What Does the Bible Say, led by Doug Wieneke, 

2nd & 4th Sundays, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

❖ Echo led by Pastor Grenz, Mondays, 6:30 p.m., 

Sanctuary 

❖ Love’s Priceless Gift, a Women’s Bible Study, led 

by Mendy Grenz, Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m., 

Sanctuary. 

❖ Exodus led by Pastor Grenz, Thursdays, 10:00 

a.m., Sanctuary 

❖ A Men’s Bible Study, led by Al Ave-Lallemant, 

Thursdays, 8:45 a.m., Community Building  

 

CROSSTRAINING/SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Now meets before service on Saturdays at 4:00 

p.m. in the church fellowship hall.  All children (4+) 

and youth welcome! 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS…. 

TAKE DOWN DAY 

THANK YOU … To all those who helped take 

down our church Christmas decorations on 

Saturday, January 12th.  The following people 

organized and put everything away:  Margaret 

Brink, Pastor, Mendy, Gideon Mia, Nate and Micah 

Grenz, Carolyn Harris, Barb and John Kowalczak, 

Julie and Ryan Liphardt, Leola Marquardt, Danny 

O’Neill and Christie Wilczynski. Thank you also to 

Paul Ivity for his help by bringing down all the 

storage containers from the garage loft before we 

put up our decorations in November. 

 

A Special Thank You…to Margaret Brink for 

donating a beautiful new Christmas tree to Trinity!  

It’s a 10 ft. pre-lit tree with the branches in 4 

umbrella-like sections instead of individual color-

coded branches.  We also have two new large red 

canvas tree bags that were given to us by another 

donor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We are looking for multiple volunteers to change the 

church sign on a rotating schedule.  Call Carissa in 

the office if you can or sign up in the narthex.  Thank 

you! 
  

 

 

 

 

Parochial Report 

December 2018 

Baptisms – 0      Average Attendance 

Weddings – 0      Dec 2017 Dec 2018 YTD 

Funerals – 0 

Released – 0    Worship:       97                  81     87 

Transferred in – 0   Bible Class:         18             23   21 

Transferred out – 0                             Sunday School:     10                   10               7 

Reinstated – 0 

 

 
  

 If you would like to add someone to the list, 
please fill out a purple prayer request slip, call 
Carissa in the office (734) 282-5877, OR e-mail 
tlm@wyan.org. 
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TRINITY EVENTS & PROGRAMS 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

Christians Hyped About Our Savior 

Youth Schedule:  

February 3 – Youth Group @ 5 at the Grenz’s, 

followed by the Super Bowl Party!  

February 9 – Spaghetti Dinner 4:30-7:30pm 

February 10 – Youth Group 3:30-5:00pm 

February 17 – Youth Group 3-4:30pm 

February 24 – Youth Group 3-4:30pm 

 

   

KEEP SAVING YOUR CANS AND BOTTLES! 

The youth will be collecting cans and 

bottles throughout the year.  Bring 

your cans and bottles to church the 

first weekend of each month, and the 

youth will turn them in to help them 

get to Minneapolis!  If you need 

someone to come pick them up, just 

call the office! Thanks for your help! 

 

 

YOUTH SWEETHEART 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Please come!  The youth will be 

hosting a spaghetti dinner on 

February 9th from 4:30-7:30pm. 

Bring your sweetheart or your 

whole family and enjoy a 

delicious dinner while helping Gideon, Amanda, 

Oscar & Luke raise funds for their trip to the 

National Youth Gathering!  Cost is $10/dinner, 

$5/children 10 and under.  Meatless spaghetti will 

be served as well! 

 

 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  

Coming in March! 

Let’s all get together and enjoy a great family film, 

“Mary Poppins” with Julie Andrews.   

In the community building after Saturday service. 

Free popcorn & refreshments! 
  

WINTER BITTY BALLIN’ 

Bitty Ballin’ camp is going well.  

We were completely full and 

had a waiting list!  We would 

love for you to come to our 

February 3rd or 10th sessions 

from 2-3:30pm to visit with 

people.  We need folks to come and chat with the 

parents while their kids are in camp.  It is very 

simple, just be friendly! Thank you!   

 

MESSAGE FROM MENDY 

One month of 2019 is in the books!  This summer 

will be here before we know it.  We are already 

working on VBS, Raising up Readers, Bitty Ballin’ 

and Science Nights to get ready!  Let’s start praying 

for the preparations and the children we will have 

the chance to work with in 2019. 

 
Here are the dates so you can get them on your 

calendar and pray about how you can serve this 

summer!    

• VBS is June 17-21.  Watch for more 

information on ways you can help 

throughout this coming year.  

• Bitty Ballin’ Camp 1 – June 24-28 1-2:30pm 

• Raising Up Readers 1 – June 25, 27, July 2, 9, 

11, 16, & 18. 

• Bitty Ballin’ Camp 2 – July 22-26 1-2:30pm 

• Raining Up Readers 2 – July 23, 25, 30, 

August 1, 6, 8, 13, & 15. 

• Bitty Ballin’ Camp 3 – August 5-9 6-7:30pm 

• Mad Science Nights dates to be determined, 

probably Tuesday nights in July or August.  
 

Please continue to pray for Gideon, Amanda, Luke 

& Oscar as they prepare for the youth gathering! 

We go to Minneapolis July 10-15. Thanks for your 

prayers! 

   ~Mendy 
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February 2019 

Mission Grant 
 

TRINITY GROUPS & MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 2019 TWIM 

NEWS 

 

Seven ladies attended our 

January 8th TWIM meeting.   

 

The Spring Rummage sale 

dates are set for May 3rd and May 4th, 2019.  Don’t 

forget to save your clean, useable rummage! 

 

The next regular TWIM meeting will be held on 

the second Tuesday of the month, February 5th 

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Look for the LWML article highlighting this month’s 

National LWML Mission Grant, and see where some 

of your generous donations are being put to use 

for the Lord’s work! 

 

Trinity Ladies, why not join us for our next meeting?  

Visit with friends you already know and meet a few 

new people too.  All ladies are invited to join us and 

guests are always welcome! 

Christie Wilczynski, Secretary 

PPC MEETING 

February 10, 2019 after service. 

 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

The group meets Wednesdays, February 6 & 20 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Community Building.  If you have 

any questions, please call Nancy Coman, 734-634-

0394. One way that we can support the members 

of our caregiver support group is to clip coupons 

for incontinence products, so if you are a coupon 

clipper, please save those coupons and bring 

them into the office. 

 

WOMEN’S SPOUSAL SUPPORT GROUP 

A support group just for women, meets on, 

Wednesday, February 27, 10:00 a.m. in the 

community building. If you have any questions, 

please call Nancy Coman, 734-634-0394. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your LWML Mites in Action… 

#18 - Programs of Restoration in Paradise Lost 

Lutheran Indian Ministries - $75,000 

Hawaii to most Americans is a vacation paradise with 

beautiful beaches, warm sunshine and carefree days. 

But to the native Kanaka people life has been full of 

pain and suffering since the island was colonized. 

Many were victimized in ways similar to that of the 

Native Americans of the mainland during the 

expansion to the west. Many are hardworking 

people but can’t afford the extremely high cost of 

living. Lutheran Indian Ministries (LIM) is at work in 

Hawaii with the Kanaka people but they have found 

that the ministry works best if it is done by Kanaka 

people so a Kanaka-to-Kanaka program was started. 

One of the Kanaka men, Clarence, has completed 

two years of theological training. He is working with 

LIM to be a witness of God’s love to his people, to 

train new leaders in the faith and to address the 

spiritual, social and emotional needs of his people. 

For more information about this grant, go to 

www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-18. 

 

MEN’S CLUB 

Join the men of Trinity for snacks and 

fellowship on February 8, 7:30 p.m. 

Location to be determined.  Please 

call Paul or the church office with any questions. All 

men and their guests are welcome! 

 

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 

We are reading My Valentine by 

Tracie Peterson, and meeting on 

February 7th at 7pm at Mendy 

Grenz’s house.  March’s book will be 

chosen that night. 

 

    

 
 

http://www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-18
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DOWNRIVER WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Trinity is taking a group!!  If you would like to join us, 

registration deadline is February 17th.   

If you’d like a weekend away to focus on your 

relationship with Christ, save Saturday March 23-

Sunday March 24, 2019 for a time of retreat, 

restoration, and refreshment.  We’ve got space for 

250 women at Maumee Bay State Park and Resort, 

about 45 minutes to an hour south of here.   

The theme of the retreat, Come as You Are, reflects 

the idea that all are welcome - the women of Trinity, 

and your friends and family, whether they come to 

church or not.  This is being hosted by St. Paul and 

all the churches in our Circuit have been invited!  

The keynote speaker, Lynn Corker, will lead us in 

study and discussion. Lynn is a dynamic, engaging 

woman, who is the founding director for Women of 

the Pearl, a mission to the women of Uganda. She’s 

a working mom of a recently-adopted daughter, and 

to meet Lynn is to love her. 

We’ll also share in music, meals, prayer, art, service, 

and much fellowship and laughter. Sunday morning 

we’ll worship together. You’ll be free to go around 

noon.   

The cost of the retreat is $140, which includes 

Saturday lunch and dinner, snacks, Sunday breakfast, 

a double-occupancy room, and takeaways.  

Registration is open! If you have any questions, 

contact Mendy. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER BREAKFAST—PHOTO CORRECTION 

Trinity members & friends enjoyed the 31st Annual Downriver Community Prayer Breakfast at Crystal Gardens. 

Apologies for printing the wrong pictures in the January newsletter.   
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Children’s Christmas Program Service photos and one from Christmas Eve with the Grenz family playing 

the hand bells. 

CHRISTMAS BASKET THANK YOU 

This card is from one of our Christmas Basket 

families.   

The card with pictures of the kids can be seen 

pinned up in the church narthex.   
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MORE NOTES & SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
TRINITY COMMUNICATIONS 

Every Trinity member is automatically put on our 

phone tree list for updates. But, there are 2 other 

ways available for receiving updates that you can 

sign up for. 

1. The Remind app for smartphones.  If you don’t 

have a smartphone, you can sign up for texts or 

e-mails through Remind as well.  Instruction 

sheets are on the sign-up bar in the narthex.  

  If you are a Verizon customer, you can ONLY 

receive notifications through the Remind app. 

2. You can also sign up for e-mail notifications 

through the office.  Just talk to Carissa in the 

office or sign up in the narthex.   

You may also opt out of the phone tree by talking to 

Carissa.   

  

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to 

bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods 

they call home. Their stores are on a mission to not 

just be a part of, but to help create a stronger 

community.  

Community Rewards is easy to use.  Simply link your 

rewards card to Trinity Lutheran Church. The more 

you shop at Kroger stores, the more money they will 

donate to Trinity.  Simply go to www.kroger.com, 

click on the Savings & Rewards menu and down to 

Kroger Community Rewards to sign up.   

Our organization number has changed to IV531.  

The previous number will continue to work for those 

already linked.  Any members new to the program 

will need to enter the new number.  Thank you for 

your support! 

 

DOWNRIVER COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

Due to weather and unforeseen circumstances we 

were not able to deliver to the food pantry in January 

which means there will be a lot for February!  As 

always, the volunteers at the Food Pantry appreciate 

and thank you very much.  Thank you to Danny 

O’Neill for picking up and delivering the items. 

Remember to “Gimme 5” every week!  Bring in five 

non-perishable food items or a 4-pack of toilet 

paper.  Thank you for your help. 

 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Thank you to everyone who has donated their 

Thrivent Choice Dollars to us over the years.  In the 

past, choice dollars have supplemented our general 

fund, but you are able to apply them to any fund, 

such as school supplies, Ed Bender scholarship, 

community building improvements, or another of 

your choosing.  If you would like to do so, please 

contact Carissa in the office. 
 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 

The 2019 contribution envelopes are available to be 

picked up in the fellowship hall.  If you do not have 

envelopes, but would like some, please call Carissa 

in the office.  
 

PARKING LOT 

The parking lot west of the Church has been closed 

for several months because of liability concerns with 

the deteriorating condition of the lot. An estimate to 

replace the asphalt was around $18,000. PPC 

decided to close the lot and seek donations for the 

cost. 

We also had concerns about the lawn and the need 

for a walkway from the side door to the parking lot. 

Our Christmas basket deliveries are handled at that 

door along with other deliveries during the year. 

We have already had donations totaling over $1,700 

and one of our members has stated they would be 

willing to donate between $5,000 and $10,000 to see 

this project go forward in the spring. PPC has also 

requested the distribution from the Endowment 

Fund go to this project. 

If we start donating our extra dollars to this fund, 

hopefully we will have enough money to not only 

replace the asphalt in the parking lot, but also be ab 

le to include redoing areas of the lawn, including the 

walkway from the side door. 

Please keep this project in your prayers along with 

all that we do here at Trinity. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please contact any PPC 

member. 

Matt Schafer, Tom Trimble, Paul Ivity, 

Carolyn Harris, Carissa Schafer 

 

 

http://www.kroger.com/
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14 Fred & Rosemary Keller 

15 Wayne & Angela Stankus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 2   Chuck Heineman  11   Pam Smith 

    3   Kenneth Sample  20   Scott McCall 

    9   DJ Begeman       23   Michael Grahl 

      Aberum Tankersley   

 

 

           

“For you created my inmost being; 

you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb.  I praise you because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made.”  

Psalm 139:13-14a 

 

 
Jesus said, “Therefore what God has 

joined together, let man not separate.”  

Matthew 19:6 

 

 

Fund:    Given by:     In Memory or Honor of: 

Parking Lot   Dennis & Gail Manthey 

Parking Lot   Christie Wilczynski 

Rubber Stamps  Christie Wilczynski 

Ed Bender   Christie Wilczynski 

Parking Lot   Pat & Evelyn Sirianni 

Welfare   Ruth Schmidt 

Welfare   John & Barb Kowalczak 

General   Lauren Schafer    Honor of a Unified Budget 

Endowment   Ruth Schmidt 

Parking Lot   Margaret Brink 

Youth    Margaret Brink 

Welfare   Al Ave-Lallemant 

Welfare   Don & Adele Glinke   Honor of Don’s Birthday 

Welfare   Christie Wilczynski 

Welfare   Pat & Evelyn Sirianni 

Food Pantry   John Roehrig 

Welfare   Ken & Laura Baker 

Welfare   Floyd & Jean Schafer 

Welfare    Suzanne Chapiewski 

Welfare   Lauren Schafer 

Youth    Suzanne Chapiewski 

Endowment   Rick & Mary Tollefson   For Lost Trinity Members in 2018 

Welfare   Joyce Kubley    Honor of Joyce’s Birthday 

Welfare   Terri Ehrlich 

Welfare   Paul & Brenda Ivity 

Christmas Baskets  Ilene Begeman    Honor of Ilene’s Birthday 

Welfare   Larry & Chris Davis 

Welfare   Sandra Dybus 
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The Endowment Fund has 6 cemetery lots for sale.   

Glen Eden Lutheran Memorial Park:   

 Section 228, Graves 3&4, Block 16 –  Garden of Hope, $900.00 each. (Current value $1,500.00 each) 

 Section 1662, Graves 1, 2, 3 & 4, Block 20 – Garden of Holy Trinity, $780.00 each or 4 lots for $2,800 

(Current value $1,300 each) 

If an individual would prefer a different lot or location at Glen Eden Lutheran Memorial Park than those listed 

above, they could purchase the above lot/lots for the price indicated and Glen Eden Lutheran Memorial Park  will 

apply the current lot value of either $1,300 or $1,500  towards the purchase of any other available lot within the 

Park. For additional information on this purchase and transfer procedure you may contact Floyd Schafer or call a 

Service Representative at Glen Eden Lutheran Memorial Park at 1-248-477-3915. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


